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THE BRETHREN'S EVANGELIST. 


Aa now the miltnf aunafalM warn* the earth, 

And nature qutcaeowl gina tu happier d»7«, 
TIM joy we teal, uDto ibla thought <i»«e birth ; 

We've more for which to gin to God tbe praiaa, 
Tban we In cloudier days are Apt to own. 

pain, sorrow, care thai oft we feel while here, 
Are aad result* of our own waywardDaee, 

And that we cannot kelp ; were we to bear, 
With Qoi't kind aid, and were our murmuring* lees, 

Thau won we'll have contentment's need deep sown. 

j. a. ». 


Our Excuse. 

Brother Tombaiigh's ''admonition" in No, 
16, eunrent. volume, in no doubt well meant, 
and in the main well nut ; but I feel as though 
he, tike many others, misconceived the nt> 
tives of those correspondents to the Eva jr- 
trEi.i-T. who. be thinks, (there are others who 
think like him.) use harshnei-s through a mo- 
tive of revenge. Now 1 have the charity to 
believe thai sueh r* not the ease. I positive- 
ly know that ut least some of those writers 
are governed hi tlie unrest motives possible. 
They are simply [ilain, malter-uf- fact men ; 
they talk to men's luce* ; they denpise under- 
ground iiH'tli-i..-. I remember one of them 
being the owner at one time of an unsound 
horse. He wanted tK sell him. Went some 
distance at am lime (or that pur|»osi>, but told 
the man desiring to purchase a horse, that the 
horse was subject to the blind hi aggers, and 
was also inclined to become balky. He did 
not sell. A good deacon who accompanied 
him ridiculed him for his poor business tact. 
"Why," said the deacon, "if you tell every- 
body all about your horse, you'll never sell 
him." Answer : "Then he may die for me." 

I refer to the above to illustrate the princi- 
ple of these seeming harsh writers. They 
may be poor business men (I believe as a rule 
they are) in the sense of smart (?) business. 
They may seem uncouth, and, in the language 
of one ot them, may go down into history as 
a sort of "mudslinger," but in the day of 
final accounts, when men will be nidged, not 
by the position they occupied in this lite, nor 
by their mere |K>lish, but by their motives, 
then in the blitzing letters of eternal truth the 
record will burst upon the view of the assem- 
bled multitudes. Make room for these men 
upon whose shoulders the ark of truth was 
carried, and who fought and bled for their 
country. Their skirts are clean. They saw 
the "sword coming' 7 and faithfully gave the 
warning. I am personally acquainted with 
several of them, and a more ready to forgive 
and full of charity set of men would l*> indeed 
hard to find. While 

"Tliey bate Mil' Ntu with nil tiii'tr ln-iiL I ." 

They still do 

"The sinners lnve." 

UonecesKuy harshness is not only unchris- 
tian, but tiugenlletuanly ; but let us try and 
discern between such harshness aud the plain- 
ness of truth. "Open rebuke" is bitter than 
secret love." — Solomon. To tell a big sin- 
ner that he is a litilesiimer,or an elder drunk- 
en with official power and vanity, that he is 
the humblest of servants and the brightest 
example of christian charity, is, to say the 
least, not just what we ought to say. Before 
sinners can be converted they must be made 
to sensibly feel that they are sinners, and 
stand in need of humble repentance. Why 
should tlie sinful or wrong-doing professor be 
an exception to this general gospel rule. Men 
possessing the spirit of Christ will never treat 
their fellow men like the German Baptist lead- 
ers have treated and (in some places, at least) 
are still treating the Brethren. They may 
Mini they are doing God's service. They 
may be in darkness, but if so, we desire to 
open their eyes so far as we can in our weak 
instrumentality. Our desire should be for 
men to serve God intelligently. We are ready 
to- make due allowance for human weakness 
and ignorance, knowing that ourselves are 
subject to human infirmities. We don't mean 
to get cross if somebody tells us our faults. 
None have a real 'interest in being wrong, 
hence all should desire to be right, and capa- 
ble of discerning between the true and the 
false. Principle, instead ot men, should be 
our motto. One good, solid, true and work- 
ing christian in the sight of God is worth 
more than 100,000 lukewarm and of "uncer- 
tian sound" professor. We should pray for 
evildoers that God peradventnre might grant 
them pardon. 

What, sir, pray for them because they do 
evil, and yet put an air-tight plaster over the 
putrtfled wound, and have the poisonous and 
deadly rottenness inhaled by eveiy bloodves- 
sel in the body ! Is not one well man worth 
more than a hospital worth of sick ones ? "We 
speak aa unto wise men.'' Judge ye as to our 
"excuse." W. J. H. B 

Morrill, Km, 
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The value of our blessings it sometimes 
best indicated by imagining what would be 
our condition without them. 


Beaver Dam. 

Since the yearly meeting of tike Vhtdicttfor 
Brethren is to be held at Beaver Dun, in 
Frederick county, Md., some persons, like 
myself may wonder what kind of a place it is. 
Some six or eight months ago I was there, 
but could not learn that there existed any re- 
mains of a Beaver-da in, or that any of the an- 
imals that construct them have been known 
to exist there at any previous time. It 
is true there is a small stream there about 
five miles long, winding its way among the 
hills until it empties into a larger stream, and 
this small stream is Beaver Dam. 

It seems likely that many years ago, some 
old trees may have fallen down ; some old 
wood may have floated down the stream and 
lodged at some point and dammed up a 
bedy of water. Some one in conversation one 
<lay" may have called it the Beaver Dam, 
simply because it looked a good deal like one. 
If you ask persons how the unme originated 
thev don't know any thing about it. 

On oneof the grave yards I not iced a singular 
looking kind of Hand used to cover the top of 
the graves. I asked where it came from. They 
said they obtained it some three miles oil* at 
the eopjier mine where it was washed from 
the topper ore. This copper mine U said to 
be some six bundled feet deep; that there is 
a steam engine some two hundred feet un- 
der ground Used for pumping water. « 

Beaver Dam is rather a good looking part 
of the country; yet the people are not ijuite 
as wealthy as in the southern |»art of Frank- 
lin county, Pa., owing probably to a differ- 
ence in the quality of the laud. They never- 
theless seem to be quite a church going and 
meeting going class of people. 

The nearest towns are Union Bridge in 
Carrol county, and Johusvillc in Frederick 
county. Middlcburg is a smnll place with a> 
railroad statitm. About half a mile soulh of 
Union Bridge is a small stream and that is the 
line between the two counties. The plank 
on which you cross over the stream, that is 
Union Bridge. 

Obed Snow bkim; Kit. 

Qnincy, Pa., Apnl 2itth. - * 

The Christian's Light 

Dkar Evaxgriibt; We highly appreciate 
your weekly visits, but must say you are a 
little tardy for our Sunday school work, never 
reaching us until after our lesson is over, but 
that is probably our misfortune from being 
located a little off main line for mail privileges; 
and we quietly submit. 

But to the thought before us: 

"Ye are the light of the world,'' said the 
Savior, in that memorable sermon on the 
mount, Math. i>: 14. The figure is a strong 
one yet beautifully expressive. Christ is the 
true "light of the word," and it is pre-emi- 
nently applied to him in Mat. 4 : 10, Luke 
2:32, John 1:4. 

In laet we conceive that he is in the moral 
world what the sun is in the natural world. 
But as addressed hy the Savior, it applied to 
his desciples. to christian ministers, in fact to 
all christians, in a subordinate sense. 

Through the knowledge obtained or de- 
rived from him, they are required to diffuse 
this truth and salvation around them, where 
darkness and wickedness must reign undis- 
turbed. Our example and influence are re- 
quired to he conspicuous: "A city that is 
set on a hill cannot, be hid." It appears to us 
in reflecting upon this language, that it is 
much intensified by the phrase "cannot be 
bid." While it was a custom in those days 
to build cities in conspicuous places in older 
that they might be seen at a great distance, 
it presents to us the idea of eonspicuousness 
in our christian life. A principle not to be 
inquired after, or peculiarly presented in our 
apparel, to be seen of men, but an indwelling 
principle, in as "abounding." Our actions, 
our life, must be such before the world that 
it may see the indwelling Christ, manifested 
like •' a city set on a hill. 

We infer this trom the following : "Men 
do not light a candle and put it under a 
bushel." Jesus tells us plainly that we are 
enlightened for a purpose, as the candle is 
placed upon the candlestick in order that 
others may be benefited thereby, so our light 
must shine for the benefit of others. Espec- 
ially is this needful at the present time. 

As brethren we are very closely watched, 
especially by those who think mandating law 
is requisite to maintain gospel lite and chris- 
tian consistency. They are anxiously looking 
tor a crop of "taxes." Hence the great ne 
cessity for letting our light shine. 

We further draw this conclusion from the 
Savior's language, that where this light is not 
manifest it does not exist. "A city set upon 
a hill cannot be hid." If this is to be under- 
stood as applying to christian professors are 
We not justified in our conclusions. We 
cannot sot like men of the world and live like 
men of the world, or it it evidence conclusive 
that we have not been renewed "after the 
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image ot Him who hath created us." We 
are to be "a peculiar people, zealous of good 
Our light most so shine before men 
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that they may see our good works, and glor- 
ify oar Father which is in heaven. Mot 
simply to be seen of men, for that would be 
Pharisaical, bat that "they are wrought in 
God." Our illumination or renewal, moat 
lead to virtue, piety, holiness and every chris- 
tian grace and any attempt to conceal 
oar christian knowledge or experience 
is to betray our trust and to injure the cause 
of Christ and render our lives useless. 

Dear brethren and sisters, good actions, 
virtuous lives, work for Jesus in the Sabbath 
school, the prayer meeting, feeding the hun- 
gry, clothing the naked, etc., is letting your 
light shine, and will be seen and lead men and 
womeu to glorify God. 

We often hear men and women say : "I 
am too weak, I have no influence," etc., but 
all these excuses will not avail when we must 
meet our God. "Go work in ray vineyard," 
was the command, and life is too valuable to 
be frittered away. We may all do good by 
our lives. No sincere and humble christian 
lives in vain. "Whosoever loves God is known 
of him," and he will lead, guide and care 
tor every one who casts his all upon him and 
over rule his life to his honor and his glory. 

The feeblest light is of use in the darkness 
and we can, though weak and obscure, proba- 
bly recommend the truth, if not in word, by 
a pious, upright, holy life, through faith and 
love for Jesus. 

Let us all take courage, for in due time we 
shall reap if we faint not. "Be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of 
the Lord." A. J. Hixon. 

Montana City, Kan. 

VOTIHG. 

Has the Christian a right to vote ? This 
is a subject which all cannot see alike. We 
are to be subject to the powers that be ; we 
are to " pray for kings and rulers," and it 
does seem that good, honest, Cnristian men 
should have a right, from a gospel point of 
view, to say who their rulers should be. 
Have not a people who pray that "rulers may 
be God-fearing;" a right to vote for them? 
I answer yes. " When the wicked rule the 
people mourn." It then follows that we 
should avoid wicked rulers. We do that 
most readily, by selecting our best and truest 
men. 

Let us look at our responsibility. If I re 
main at home in the coming contest, and the 
rum traffic has a majority by that, I may cry 
temperance, but the fact that I did Dot vote ft, 
did the miscbeif. " Nations may cry Peace," 
but in order to have it there is something to 
do. " I speak as unto wise men." Let me 
appeal to all lovers of truth, temperance and 
righteousness, to cast your vote for men that 
posse«s these principles. They command our 
esteem and our support We shall then 
have done our duty, and can patiently await 
the result. 

R K. BlXKLEY. 

Huntington Ind. 
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How A Stats of Parity of Heart nay be retains! 

Does sin precede or follow the loss of faith? 
Does a child of God first commit sin and 
thereby loose his faith? or does he loose his 
faith first, before he can commit sin ? I ans- 
wer, some sin of omission, at least, must nec- 
essarily precede the loss of faith, some inward 
sin ; but the loss of faith must precede the 
committing of outward sin, The more any 
believer examines his own heart the more he 
will be convinced of this ; that faith working 
by love excludes both inward and outward 
sin trom a soul watching unto prayer; that nev- 
ertheless, we are even then liable to tempta- 
tion, particularly to the sin that did easily be- 
set us : that if the living eye of the soul be 
steadily fixed on God the temptation soon 
vanishes away ; but if not, if we are drawn 
oat of God by our own desires, caught by the 
bait of present or promised pleasures, then 
that desire, conceived in us, brings forth sin ; 
and that inward sin having destroyed our 
faith, it casta us headlong into the snare of 
the devil so that we may commit anv outward 
sin whatever. Let us learn to follow the 
direction of the great apostle, ■ Be not high- 
minded but fear ; " let us fear sin more than 
death or hell. " Let him that standetb take 
heed lest he fall. " Thou, therefore, O man 
of God, watch always, that thou mayeet al- 
ways hear the voice of God, Watch, that 
thou mayeet pray without ceasing, at all 
times and in all places, pouring out thy heart 
before Him; so shalt thou always believe, 
and always love, and never commit sin. 
One great means of retaining what God has 
given us is to labor to bring others into this 
grace, and to publish it to all mankind.— 
Wesley* 

A cowardly nature never hurries to exer-. 
cise forgiveness, 


Men Division. 

We had beard of expelling committees and 
expulsions in other places and we sympa- 
thized with the persecuted; bat it is only when 
the matter comes home to ourselves that we 
fully realize what it is. And we more folly 
comprehend the old adage, "Consistency thou 
art a jewel." For a people claiming good 
common sense to admit the unjustness ot the 
expulsions of A. M. and yet respect and en- 
force the samel On last Saturday we bsd 
our Church Council in the Canton church, 
with a good representation of conservatives 
and Elder George Irvin in the chair as moder- 
ator. If ever a man disgraced his christian 
office he did. No greater partiality did we 
ever witness, even among world ling% It 
seemed his whole aim was to create a division. 
And though for two years, since these church 
troubles commenced, have we been laboring 
for union. Our humble efforts were ana vail- 
ing, and division did finally come, notwith- 
standing. We asked simply for the privilege 
of fcllowshipping our brethren who were ex- 
pelled by Annual Meeting, and it was denied 
us, and we were threatened with expulsion 
if we did not submit ; and when the inevita- 
ble came, submission or expulsion, we with- 
drew from the council, and we are now con- 
sidered heathens and publicans by some. 

We feel sad at the thought that we shall be 
separated from those with whom we wor- 
shiped, and loved and respected, and be- 
lieved to be honest, whose mistake is more of 
the head than the heart. But there are ihose 
bom whom the tie of christian relation can be 
easily severed. 

We were told that a visit was to be sent 
out shortly to those who are not loyal to the 
mandates,and all who will not recant will in- ex- 
pelled. We are glad to be free from the 
shackles of A. M. power formality and nar- 
row-hearted exclusiveness, who are not even 
willing to lot any body go to heaven unless 
they take passage on the frail bark of Von- 
ecrvatism and obey the mandates. We are 
now awaiting future developments. The 
twilight is breaking and the dawn of a 
brighter day is eoniing. We put our trust 
in God. Brethren pray for us. More anon. 

JOSIAM Kktm. 

Lonieville, O. 


Fmm California. 

Dkar Evangelist: Our Council Meet- 
ing appointed for April 5t h passed off very 
pleasantly and I think quite profitably, 
Brother Doty, of Altamont, Alemcda Cc 
was with us, and gave us an able and instruc- 
tive lesson on a supported ministry. It was 
well received by the members present. A 
vole was taken to call Brother J. W. Beer to 
our State to labor among us as an Evangelist, 
for at least one year. All expressed a desire 
to have him come and willingly agreed to give 
of their substance for his support, Sister 
Ariz was received by letter and is now a 
member of the Brethren church, at Lain top. 
Brother Doty continued the meeting from 
evening tq evening, at the union school house 
until Friday the 11th. The congregations 
were fair the most of the time, for this place, 
and our brother's labors were appreciated by 
those who heard him, especially so with my- 
self as I had not heard any of the brethren 
preach since Bro. Holsinger left us last fall. 
God bless Brother Doty for his labor of love 
while with us. 

On the morning of the 11th, Brother Doty, 
Thomas Morgan (the singer of our compa- 
ny) and myself started for the Chaperel Con- 
gregation, where arrangements bad been 
made by the brethren to have some meetings. 
It began to rain quite heavily before we found 
shelter at the house of Brother S. W. Crowd' 
son. Here we met Bro. Jacob Shank, of our 
congregation, who had preceded us a few 
days. As it kept steadily raining, the breth- 
ren thought it useless to go to the school 
house that night for meeting, sc we had a 
social meeting at Brother Crewdson's. 
Brother StulU having braved the storm met 
with us. Present at that meeting, 14; 
Preaching Saturday night, Sunday, Sunday 
night and Monday night to good congrega- 
tions. The chaperel people still keep up their 
reputation for large gatherings. The breth- 
ren and sisters and friends seemed to appreci- 
ate our short visit, and all vied with each 
other in making us welcome and in treating 
as kindly, for which we feel grateful. We 
used mostly in our singing the Brethren 
Hymnody. The new book, as far as used 
here gives very good satisfaction. Think 
there will be considerable demand for it. 
Returned home on the 15th. 

J. P. WOEF. 

Ijathrop, Cal. 


God famishes as the fine wheat, but we 
ourselves must knead it into bread. > . 

No money is wasted that is paid to pur- 
chase tranquility. 


